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SUBJ: ORFILA SHOWS HIS INDEPENDENCE 

REF: MEXICO 7800 

1 . ALTHOUGH I UNDERSTOOD ORPILA TO HAVE TOLD ME (IN THE DIN 
OP A RECEPTION IN HIS HONOR) THAT HE HAD RAISED OUR CONCERN 

RE PUERTO RICO WITH ECHEVERRIA " AS REQUESTED BY THE DEPARTMENT", 
I HAVE SINCE BEEN ASSURED BY PRANCISCO AGUIRRE, WHO IS 
TRAVELLING WITH HIM, THAT THIS WAS NOT SO. AGUIRRE TELLS ME 
THAT HE UNDERSTANDS THAT ORPILA HAD A GENERAL CONVERSATION 
WITH STATE DEPARTMENT OPPICIALS AND GATHERED THE 
IMPRESSION THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE OR AT LEAST DIPPICULT TO DO 
BUSINESS WITH CASTRO AS LONG AS STRIDENT STATEMENTS AND 
ATTITUDES ARE EMANATING PROM HAVANA, THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO 
SPECIPIC REQUEST POR ASSISTANCE. AGUIRRE BELIEVES THAT 
HIS INITIAL CONVERSATION WITH ECHEVERRIA AND CERTAINLY 
SUBSEQUENT ONES WERE ON HIS OWN INITIATIVE AND HE MADE THIS 
CLEAR TO ECHEVERRIA. 

2. AGUIRRE POINTS OUT THAT ORPILA IN PACT WAS ON SEVERAL 
OCCASIONS EXPRESSED HIS SATISPACTION THAT HE HAS BEEN 
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SUBJECTED TO NO PRESSURES FROM HIS HOST GOVERNMENT OR TO 
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NO REQUESTS OR INSINUATION AS TO REQUESTS FROM THE HOST 
I.E. U.S. GOVERNMENT. 

JOVA 
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